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The Meaning of
Blight

BRENTIN MOCK

CITY LAB,FEB 16,
2017
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Blight is vacant or derelict structures and unmaintained property, usually characterized
by litter, dumping, and abandoned personal property.

. estimates that at least 13,000 structures or vacant lotsin |

0O

ity. Low population density, particularly within the ¢

(=]

ze *:“Uf:t%ﬂg efforts and attract new resources is notin

perpetuating with a “cultu

hetic standards of a community and frustrating other abatement efforts.

borhoods with no long-term stake in their condition or livability.

Policymakers, program administrators, f

I etratsoni-+ha
a strategy: the



http://memphisfightsblight.com/

THE BASICS OF BLIGHT

Receni Research on Iis Drivers, Impacis, and Inferventions

Joseph Schilling’ & Jimena Pinzdén2

Blighted Property in i‘L Michigan (1599)

Image by: J. Schilling

Civic leaders and government officials have struggled for nearly a century to define
blight and deploy effective policies and programs to address its commumnity
impacts. Blight encompasses vacant lots, abandoned buildings. and houses in
derelict or dangerous shape. as well as environmental contamination. Blight can
also refer to smaller property nuisances that creep up on cities and suburbs:
overgrown lawns, uncollected litter, inadequate street lighting, and other signs of
neglect. Blight's legal and policy foundation can be found in longstanding
principles of public nuisance: property conditions that interfere with the general
public’s use of their properties. Although there is wide debate about what exactly
blight is and how people should talk about it. the most useful description is "land
so damaged or neglected that it is incapable of being beneficial to a community
without outside intervention.”(;; Thus, blight may be defined not so much by what
it looks like, as by what it will take to reverse it.

This research brief examines blight's multiple dimensions, offers a definition of
blight, summarizes recent scholarship. and discusses the meaning of this concept
for scholars and practitioners who work on the issues of distressed properties and
urban regeneration. As a translation brief it symthesizes what the research says
about blight and the interventions to address its impacts, what the blight research
does not say. and questions for future investigation.

voconi Froperly Research Mehwork = hilpc/ fvocaniproperhreseanchocom) = For addifional informaiion. condoct Prof. Joseph Schiling of ns33@vi edu
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What is Blight?

A blighted property is a physical space or
structure that is no longer in acceptable or
beneficial condition to its community. A
property that is blighted has lost its value as a
social good or economic commeodity or its
functional status as a livable space. Blightis a
stage of depreciation. not an objective condition.
which conveys the idea that blight is created
over time through neglect or damaging actions.
This definition also stresses the role of a
community in defining blight.jn As a
Philadelphia planner in 1918 once explained,
blight is a property “which is not what it should
be."[3
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Vacant Spaces into Vibrant Places

http://www.com

munityprogress.
net/filebin/ I 606 June 2016
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C_Toledo_Cost OF COSTS IMPOSED BY
_of_Blight Stud VACANT AND BLIGHTED
y_Final.pdf PROPERTIES IN TOLEDO:

Conducted at the Invitation of the
Junction Neighborhood

Center for Community Progress Report to the Lucas County Land Reutilization
Corporation, a 2016 Technical Assistance Scholarship Program (TASP) Recipient
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Urban Blight and Public Health—

Addressing the Impact of Substandard Housing, Abandoned Buildings and
Vacant Lots

Erwin De Leon, Columbia University, and Joseph Schilling, Urban Institute



Health Impact Assessment—Strategic Code Enforcement
of Substandard Housing in Memphis, TN

Project Summary: Through a Health
Impact Assessment (HIA) process our
team will study the wide range of public
health impacts from a variety of housing
code enforcement (HCE) interventions
(e.g., inspection through the Shelby
County Environmental Court).

Team Members

Steve Barlow, MA, JD, Neighborhood
Preservation, Inc., Memphis Tennessee;

Dr. Christina Plerhoples Stacy, MA, PhD

Joseph Schilling, JD, LLM, Urban
Institute Senior Researchers, WDC.

“Substandard housing is creating
a health crisis and, with my
interdisciplinary team, | can be a
part of making that connection
clear so that innovative solutions
can be put in action.” Steve
Barlow
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rban Blight Isn't Just Bad To Look At, I1's Bad For
Your Health

Walking past barren, trash-strewn areas makes our heart rates jump. But green spaces
calm us down.

[ALL PHOTOS: BALTIMORE HERITAGE FLICKR]

BY BEN SCHILLER 1 MINUTE READ

We know that abandoned lots dampen a neighborhood’s economic

o attractiveness, scaring away prospective tenants and investors. But what
ght-isnt-just-bad-to-look-at-its-bad-for-your-health onr health? T< that affected as well?



Cleveland’s Housing Crisis Leaves
Lasting Imprint on Children’s Health

» Lower literacy scores for children
entering kindergarten.

* Living in a home that is in poor
condition or in foreclosure is
associated with a higher risk for
child maltreatment, residential
instability, and elevated blood lead
levels, all of which affect literacy
scores.

* Mere proximity to distressed
properties (within 500 feet) also
lowered literacy scores for these
Cleveland children entering
kindergarten.
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Fimancial Impact of
Commission studies that show how blighted properties  Blight Study
drain local and county budgets as well as the social and  Steel Valley,
economic costs on neighborhoods. Allegheny County, PA

Document the costs of
inaction

Abandoned Property
Convene a crnoss section of public, private and nonprofic

Organize blighted L In Indianapolis
» : gty 2 /vacan leaders to develop more comprehensive and coordinated p -
properties working : ] . = epo

S responses to blight, including changes in state and local Indianapolis, IN

laws.

Good Landlord
Launch a good landlord Offer incentives to review landlords who maintain their Program

Program properties blight- and crime-free. Deden City, Utah
Conduct targeted code Ha_oe—hasad_ 1 code enﬁ:lrrcement can stimulate market Meighborhoods in
activity in selected neighborhoods through Bloom
enforcement 2
comprehensive property mainbenance actions. Richmond, Virginia
Urban Agriculture

Techniques like gardening. urban agriculture, green
Explore urban greening infrastructure, etc, Can be used as opportunities to
address vacant lots and blighted land.

Feasibility Study
Youngstown, OH

Land banks can acquire neglected and for tax delinguent Chemtaiep, Conmty

Charter a land bank
o Y i properties and retumn them to the mainstream real estate Ll Hanie

adopt land-banking 2 : Chautaugua County.
e A market or support their improvement as public green Neww Yoruk

space.

From Blight to Bright
Housing Alliance of
Pennsylvania

Publish a problem Having a guide that explains how communities can tale
properties toolkit action with vacant and blighted properties.

DB R e RN

Many neighborhood groups from New Odeans to
Expand the use of low- Youngstown, Ohio, are using apps to inventory blighted
cost, high tech tools properties in their communities. This helps to document
the costs and identify opporunities for rease.

My Phoenix
Phoenix, AX
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